
Beginning in early June in Atlanta, white beetle grubs 
emerge from winter hibernation as very hungry beetles 
and descend in swarms to decimate your landscape, 
especially the roses, their favorite food. And, by the end 
of June, the beetles have chowed down in full force! 
So the calls start coming from my clients with the most 
asked question this time of year: “What can I do about 
the Japanese Beetles?” They all 
report their roses were so beauti-
ful, but there aren’t even a few 
blooms to cut since the beetles 
have arrived. Rose blooms, being 
a favorite of the beetles, suffer. 
“Even worse are the hundreds 
of Japanese beetles flying off the 
roses and into their faces as they 
tend to their roses,” they say.

The answers are not really very 
comforting. The sprays work best 
and quickest, but they are only a 
quick fix, working for a few days 
and requiring you to respray every day or two to kill new 
beetles flying to your yard from as far as 1/4 mile away. 
Do you really want to do this?

Beetle traps work very well, but they will attract many 
more beetles than they trap. If you use them, put them 
as far away from your garden as possible, preferably in 
your neighbor’s yard. If you have a small garden, then 
you may just want to pick the beetles off by hand and 
either squash them or drop them into some nasty liquid. 
I like squashing them. 
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Indeed, insecticide sprays like Orthene, Sevin, and 
the newer and very effective Merit will kill the 
beetles on the bush. And, of course, the first reaction 
to the hoard is to reach for the sprays. If you must 
spray, then spray the blooms only, not the entire 

plant. Beetles congregate on 
the upper part of the plant, 
especially the blooms, making 
them an easy target for a hand 
mister. 

Orthene and Sevin can be pur-
chased at local garden centers. 
Merit is an insecticide that you 
will need to use once or twice 
every year to get the best ef-
fect. You sprinkle the granules 
over your “entire property” to 
kill the grubs. Though more 
expensive than Orthene or Se-
vin, Merit is reported to have 
a higher residual value and is a 
good knock-down spray which 
may make it the most effective 

insecticide to use. 

But really, the early summer is the wrong time to 
think about getting rid of beetles. March and Sep-
tember are much better times! Japanese beetles lay 
their eggs in the soil in late summer with the result-
ing grubs most vulnerable in early autumn since they 
are so close to the surface of the soil. During the 
winter they burrow deeper into the soil to wait out 
the cold weather. In the spring they return near the 
soil surface where they await the spring and emerge 
as hungry adult beetles in June. 

Beware Of Beetle Traps

Spray Defenses

Know Your Pest

Nasty Business

Welcome to Japanese Beetle Country

YUCK!



 

Since the best time to fight Japanese Beetles is before 
they ruin your garden in June, consider the products 
that kill the grubs in the ground. Merit, Grub- x, and 
Diazinon are available at most garden centers. Apply 
the product once in the spring (in May), then again in 
September when the grubs are close to the top of the 
soil. These products are not overly expensive.

Another product to consider, also very effective, is 
Milky Spore Disease. It is a bit more expensive than 
the other products mentioned, but much safer for the 
environment, including your children and pets. Milky 
Spore Disease is a biological weapon used against 
grubs. A bacteria that attacks the grubs, it typically 
takes about a year to build up in the soil and get up 
to speed. You will also want to apply Merit, Grub- 
x, or Diazinon the first year you apply Milky Spore. 
Then, the Milky Spore kills Japanese Beetle grubs 
for up to 15 years!

For best results, you should try to get your neighbors 
to use these products also. Then you will see a dra-
matic decrease in beetles next year. 

 

The beetle rampage only lasts about 3-4 weeks, at 
which time the beetles begin to decrease as they 
return to the soil to lay eggs and begin the life cycle 
all over again. By late July, the beetles are just a bad 
memory. Not-So -Good...I have seen more grubs than 
usual this spring and that does not bode well for the 
summer. So brace yourself for the onslaught.

Milky Spore Disease can be obtained at some local gar-
den centers, or by contacting the distributor, Hampton 
& Co. at 770-886-8316. Merit can be purchased from 
on-line companies like Rosemania.com and Primary 
Products.com.

Other Defenses!!!

The Good and 
Not-So-Good News

Get-em!

Overuse of 
insecticides

kills beneficial 
insects and may 

lead to an increase 
in spidermites. 

And, spidermites 
are just about the 
worst pest your 
roses can have.

Warning
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